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Persisting In the face of challenge: the choice of raw
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Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicate that during the second half of the 3rd millennium BC, at the end of the Copper Age and during the Early Bronze Age, no specific preference for the
type of clay was recorded. However, as a tempering material, potters chose only grog. From the Middle Bronze Age onwards, potters began to add additional tempering
material, crushed calcite. This practice appears to have first occurred in the Dalmatian hinterland by the end of the Middle Bronze Age. Elsewhere, a complete transition
to calcite as the sole tempering material took place during the Late Bronze Age and continued into the Iron Age.

Nevertheless, the use of grog in Lika and the northern Adriatic peninsula of Istria persisted until the end of the Bronze Age, often in combination with calcite. Grog-
tempered pottery is characteristic of Pannonia and northern lItaly during the Middle and Late Bronze Age (Kreiter 2007; Cannavo et al. 2012; Cannavo, Levi 2014;
Kudeli¢ et al. 2018; Kudeli¢, Sirovica 2022; Karavanic¢, Kudeli¢c 2022; Neral et al. 2023). Therefore, the continued use of grog in Istria and Lika until the late Bronze Age
can be interpreted as reflecting strong cultural influences distinct from those in Dalmatia (Kudeli¢, Paraman, Neral 2023).

These results suggest complex mechanisms involved in the selection of pottery raw materials, particularly added materials; a correlation between the selection of
tempering materials and both spatial and chronological frameworks. It is posited that differences in paste recipes arise not only from the availability of raw materials or
their mechanical properties but also from more complex social and cultural contexts. To that extent, it is extremely important to understand the selection of these two
different types of pottery raw materials, that could be interpreted as the maintenance of an older tradition transitioning to a new one. This dual use may also symbolize a
symbiotic social organisation or a compromise period during the transition from one system to another i.e., persistence in the face of challenge.
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